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Johannesburg residents are tired of crime and drug abuse in the inner city. Benjamin, a 

Malawian national is one such resident who has been living in the inner city of 

Johannesburg for the past three years now. According to him, the crime rates have 

gotten higher than ever since he got to Johannesburg.  

 

He feels the corruption of the government and the SAPS are the biggest contributors to 

crime and drug abuse. “I know for a fact that the SAPS knows who are the dealers and 

even when they are arrested, two weeks down the line they are released,” testified 

Benjamin. He added how laws in Malawi are much more strict and far more effective as 

compared to South Africa.  

 

Benjamin had this to add; “If only I had the resources and money, I would bring in strict 

rules because we know who those dealers are.” He concluded by asking “if you want to 

change the city or report any crime but need help where can you go?” 

 

According to Rohan from India, “South African crime is worse when compared to my 

country”. Rohan owns a business in one of the buildings in the Johannesburg inner city 

and has been staying in Johannesburg since 2009. He has never reported the incidents 

of crime that he been victim of because he doesn’t trust the justice system of South 

Africa.  

 

“I was robbed even after lockdown and I didn’t report it because nothing will happen to 

the criminals,” says Rohan. Rohan said; “In this area crime and drug abuse are very 

high and it is not safe and not clean. It has become more dangerous compared to 2009-

2010.” 

It is very sad to see how the citizens of Johannesburg have to live in fear and cannot 

trust nor believe in the justice system to save or protect them. Johannesburg need to be 

clean, safe, and drug-free. The government needs to do something about the crime in 

the inner city so that the residents and workers can be safe. 


